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Farewell to Two Past Chairmen of ACFA

This is a personal thank you to a couple of past chairmen of the Alberta Cattle Feeder’s Association who have decided to leave our Board.

Jeff Ball decided not to file a nomination for the election at the 2012 AGM and has retired from the Board after 11 years of service. I want to make specific reference to Jeff’s achievements during his tenure on the Board and his time as Chairman. Jeff took over as ACFA Chair in the middle of the BSE crisis, and his leadership was a catalyst for generating industry/government collaboration on the development of unique support initiatives such as the “set-a-side” program, which shortened the supply of market cattle and resulted in improved prices. He also led the Board in the development of a post-BSE strategic plan, which was overwhelming endorsed by the membership, voting in favour of a 500% increase to the membership fees to support it. Jeff was also one of the drivers who helped transform the ACFA annual meeting into the “Alberta Beef Industry Conference” we host to this day. His willingness to participate on committee work and represent ACFA in outside organizations was proof of a personal commitment to the industry as a whole.

On January 23, Jack de Boer also retired from the Board as Past Chairman.  Jack joined the Board during the 2006 AGM and was elected as Chairman in 2008. During his time as Chairman, Jack led the ACFA on a campaign to bring about more accountability and change to the governance of our industry. This culminated in the passing of Bill 43, which paved the way for a mandatory refundable check-off. ACFA was later approached to consider leaving $1.00 of the $3.00 as a mandatory non-refundable check-off for the marketing and promotion of Canadian beef. Jack was a member of the team that negotiated a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with the Alberta Beef Producers that enabled $1.00 of the check-off to remain in place until 2013. The MOA has also provided cattle feeders with the opportunity to influence the shape of the new Canada Beef Inc. and continue to provide input via the seat held by the ACFA. I appreciated Jack’s thoughtful approach, his reliability and preparedness as a Director and Chairman.

Thank you both for your dedicated service to ACFA and the beef industry in Alberta.

Sincerely,

Bryan D. Walton, CEO
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