
   International Trade 
 
Background 
 
Canada has one of the most trade dependent agricultural and agri-food sectors in the world. Canada is the fifth largest global 
exporter of food, sending over half of its annual agriculture and agri-food output to international markets.  In 2014, Canada’s total 
agriculture exports were $51.9 billion, of which Alberta contributed $9.7 billion (20%). Exports of cattle and beef are Alberta’s most 
valuable food-based export. Live cattle were 13% of the province’s primary agricultural commodity exports (total of $5.5 billion in 
2014) while beef was 34% of agricultural value-added exports (total of $4.2 billion). Like the broader Canadian picture, the US is 
Alberta’s largest customer. In 2014, the US consumed $3.9 billion of the Alberta’s $9.7 billion in agriculture exports (40%).  
 
Guiding Principle 
 
ACFA supports without reservation the fundamental principle of free, open, and fair trade for all agriculture and agri-food 
products.  ACFA will advocate for acceptance of this principle based on the wide array of benefits that trade brings to the 
Canadian economy in general, and the agriculture and agri-food industry in particular.  ACFA believes that the expansion of trade 
is vital to achieving the goal of economic diversification.   
 
Position 
 
ACFA supports an aggressive trade agenda focused on multi-lateral and bi-lateral free trade agreements that restore access to 
historical markets that have been restricted or closed due to BSE, that enhance and expand access to existing markets, and that 
secure and develop new markets.  The governmental trade agenda should seek to reduce and eliminate tariffs on Canadian beef 
exports and eliminate non-tariff trade barriers, regulatory obstacles, and other restrictive measures.  
 
ACFA believes that free and fair trade should serve as a cornerstone of provincial and national agriculture policy, and 
governments should work with industry to make our agriculture and agri-food products as competitive as possible within the 
international marketplace.  To this end, governments must ensure that Canada’s system of supply-management does not impede 
trade access to markets.  Trade agreements—and the negotiations that lead up to them—should respect science and evidence-
based regulatory systems and internationally recognized standards of animal health and welfare.   
 
ACFA believes that the future growth and expansion of the beef industry is highly dependent upon improved access to 
international markets, which will spur the development of differentiated beef products, ensure higher rates of carcass utilization, 
and help move higher value cuts to premium markets.  Through free trade, Alberta cattle feeders can tap into the globe’s 
emerging economies, whose growing disposable income will drive future beef demand—particularly the demand for higher value 
beef cuts that command a premium price and generate higher returns to the Canadian beef industry.   
 
ACFA believes that a key goal of international trade policy should be to mitigate the inherent risk involved with dependence on 
any single market.  A good example of this risk is mandatory “country-of-origin” labelling (COOL) legislation in the US.  COOL 
requires US processors to segregate US and Canadian livestock, which has severely disrupted the integrated North American 
beef industry and is costing the Canadian beef industry over $3 billion each year it remains in effect.  ACFA believes that a full 
repeal of COOL is required if the US is to meet its international trade obligations under the World Trade Organization (WTO), and 
fully supports the federal government’s proposed trade retaliation against the US until such time as COOL is repealed.   
 
For an aggressive trade agenda to succeed and provide economic benefits, ACFA believes that all levels of government must 
work with industry to ensure that its broader policies for economic development, job creation, and expanded trade are sensibly 
aligned with programs and policies for labour, training and skills development, and immigration. In short, the policies of 
government should not be working at cross-purposes.  At the same time that new trade opportunities are being opened for 
agriculture and agri-food exports (e.g., CETA, CKFTA), agriculture and agri-food lacks the workforce to take full advantage of the 
new trade opportunities.  
 
 
 
 



ACFA believes that the top trade priorities of government should be the following: 
 
 Parliamentary approval of the new multi-lateral trade agreement involving the twelve member nations of the Trans-

Pacific Partnership (TPP).  The TPP is essential for Canada to have competitive access to the emerging economies in 
Southeast Asia, a region where we currently lack a comprehensive trade agreement.   

 
 Successful implementation of the Canada-EU Comprehensive Economic Trade Agreement (CETA).  This includes 

ensuring that the technical requirements and interventions in Canadian processing plants, our system of regulatory 
supports,  and our food safety system is recognized as providing an equivalent level of safety and security as those in 
the EU.  Side letters to this effect should be appended to the CETA agreement. In addition, administration of the CETA 
quota system via the use of import licenses must provide for real access.   

 
 Full restoration of access for all Canadian beef products (e.g., bone-in, offals) from cattle of all ages (e.g., UTM and 

OTM) to all international markets.   
 
Actions 
 
 ACFA will develop and maintain effective partnerships with key organizations such as the Alberta Livestock and Meat 

Agency (ALMA), Alberta Beef Producers (ABP), and Canada Beef Inc. (CBI) to promote expanded trade as key to the 
beef industry and the interests of Alberta cattle feeders.  

 
 ACFA will continue to support and provide financial resources to the National Cattle Feeders’ Association (NCFA) so it 

can engage in effective partnerships to advocate for expanded trade opportunities.  Partners include the Canadian Agri-
Food Trade Alliance (CAFTA), the Beef Cattle Trade Advisory Group (BCTAG), the federal Market Access Secretariat 
(MAS), the Beef Cattle Policy Advisory Committee (BCPAC), and the Beef Value Chain Roundtable (BVCRT).   

 
Key Messages 
 
 ACFA supports without reservation the fundamental principle of free, open, and fair trade for all agriculture and agri-food 

products. 
 
 Free and fair trade should serve as a cornerstone of provincial and national agriculture policy. Governments must ensure 

that Canada’s system of supply-management does not impede trade access to markets.  
 
 Future growth of Alberta’s beef industry depends upon improved access to international markets.   

 
 Free and fair trade benefits the Canadian economy in general, and the agriculture and agri-food industry in particular. 

The expansion of trade is vital to achieving the goal of economic diversification.   
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